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OLC 78-1944/S 5
Legislative Counsel 10 0CT 1978

Honorable John C. Stennis, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I need not impress on you the need to protect sensitive compartmented
intelligence which is so vital to our Nation's intelligence collection efforts.
The Director of Central Intelligence became seriously concerned by the
increasing numbers of persons granted access to compartmented intelligence
and initiated a review within the Executive Branch to critically assess the
basis for the granting of such access. The Director has extended this review
to the Legislative Branch and issued Guidelines establishing my office as the
Community focal point to oversee the issuance of compartmented clearances
for the Congress, the General Accounting Office and the Library of Congress.

A member of my office will be in contact with Mr. Frank Sullivan,
Staff Director, to review existing compartmented clearances for staff
members of your Committee and to establish procedures for the issuance
of future clearances. i esent all Community agencies which
25X1 sponsor the issuance o clearances for staff members
on your Committee. I assure you that this program is not intended in
any way to impair the work of the Congress which requires access to
sensitive intelligence. Our only concern, which I know you share, is that
there be a clearly established need for such access.

I feel certain that in a spirit of cooperation we can work out suitable
arrangements to effectively limit and control the issuance of compartmented
clearances and thereby enhance the protection of our most vital intelligence
collection assets. Enclosed is a copy of the Director's letter to the President
of the Senate informing him of the program. A similar letter was sent to the
Speaker.

Sincerely,

25X1
Frederick_ P. Hitz
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Yonorable Thomas P. O'Neill : A ) o
Spcaker of the House . } o
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

sponsibiiity to protect i%ltelli.;genc: 2 sguﬂrces
and methods, I became greaily concerned by the .prg)hfcrahm:“ ofrhlgnly
sensitive intelligence collected and maintain:ed \:V'J:.thl‘.n S}{S_ifmn.: oi .
cormmpartmentation. I initiated a review within toe Execu_t%ve_ LB-I:’);HEH ;o
reassess the justification for existing clearauces and 't(_) linit Z-l;:.)UIEIg,
future clearances based on the strictest application of negd-'to-know.

In view of ray statutory re

This same concern extends io the Legislative Bra.nc'n, As you l‘(l’lO\:J, o
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight .(_Iorﬂn'll’t"f.efi‘i havte beenﬁgér;f:x‘ﬁr
access to highly sensitive compartmented 1r_xte111gence 1nL9rr.r1ai;0f1é6n“re\;S\- .
due to the broadening of interest in foreign mtelhgence w.lth%n the ¢ {? 2SS,
access has been extended to staffs of other committees. L-It is 13'11ppga}1ve
that a review, similar to that underway within the E}:efuu.ve Bl.ancl }‘ ;e
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to ass‘ur’e.tha‘c current ar;( b.; ure
access to highly sensitive intelligence information 1s cleaﬂ}.' Jus»h'la e.

. Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counselb toosggvie as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Congg C?{i} 2ctor~
staff personnel. FHis office will contact the cP}awx:n_cn z%nd k>>ta ! ltxj tors
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines 1o assess critically
the need-to-know for future clearances. I do not intend in any way to
impede or impair the work of auny commdittee which requires acclfﬁsﬁc‘)now
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that ‘the nee’co o‘ N

be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, gxpe_menqe he:) s‘nown
that most congressional requirements for substantive mtelhge{l\,elfan

be satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and methods
information. : |

Where there is a clearly justifiable neced, Members of Congi:r(-;ss are
given access to sensitive intelligence information.. Personal gma_ff of ’.I
i’l(:mbers, however, have been denied such access .:md IL hayef 1:eaff11:m:~(<’
this policy. The only excepilon, which. I am 1mt1a}1'n.g at ﬂ;ﬁ ‘%mf’&ff@m
grant selectad key staf_f members serving in the 01hcesAof e Leadexrship

R 4
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ot i Conshmrors s douiy Bl sOE TSR ks

ort )(:f-ul ~r basio and require stall asswia
s Frora the slafls of your offices, . -

Iff.xnxmted personal stall mewber's
ibe )’rcs.;c.r»n[ Pro-Tempore of the Scnate, and Majority and Miinoxity
T.ecaders of both the Senate and the House. My Legislative Counsel
will be coniacling your offices o delermine which stalf persor anel you
have designated for such access. I recently I‘C‘(_C)VC(I a letier, signed
jointly by “Senate M: ajority Leader Robert By rd and Szeate lhaamiy
Leader Howard Baker submitting a reguest foxr stalf access bich will
‘be honored and handled dmectl_') with their offices. '

1t is my firm behz\f that these pr ocedures will not interfere with
the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will serve 1o enhance
the proiection of hi o}wly sensitive intelligence sonrces and methods by
luniting access {0 an absolute need- 1d-know. I wounld welcorane your,
support to facilitate acceptance of these pr‘ocedu:\ & by cowraittee

chairmen in any way that you deer (Lpp’”oumsz . _ .

“Yours sincevely,




Honorable Walter Miondale
President of the Senate
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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